THE TREATY OF  PARIS
simple. France was not requested to accept the dedsions
of the Allies without question; she was asked to accept the
principles on which the Allies would base their distribu-
tion of territory. The most important of these were enunci-
ated in the treaty France was to sign: the independence of
Germany, Switzerland, and non-Austrian Italy; the giving
up of her protectorates acquired under the Revolution; a
German Confederation; the conferment of Belgium on a
small power; the restriction of Austria's Italian claims and
Prussia's German claims. France was able to discuss these
principles before signing the Treaty'of Paris, and after
signing it she was to accept them, not because they had
been imposed on her, but because they were wise and
could serve as the groundwork for an excellent plan to
reconstruct the European order, which was desired by
everyone. The European order which would come out of
the long discussion in Vienna, had its nucleus in the Treaty
of Paris, which had settled most of the questions of princi-
ple, essential to any reconstruction of Europe. The Con-
gress had a great deal of hard work ahead of it to specify,
, develop, and apply the principles, but the Europe which
was constructed during 1814 and 1815 and which was to
last for a century, had really been^detennined in Paris
during the four weeks of May, 1814. The reason that it
lasted a century was because its foundations had been laid
with courage, enthusiasm, ^good will, hope, sincere faith
in law, and equally sincere horror for violence. The fate
of generations is often decided in the space of a few mo-
ments of history. Thanks to a moment of wisdom, of
courage, and of nobility, Europe lived for another century.
That treaty of May 30, 1814, is a masterpiece of con-
structive thought, the finest model on which statesmen
seeking permanent peace after long war can base their
efforts. Both victors and vanquished collaborated in mak-
ing it, the latter acknowledging that they had abused force,
the former not letting themselves become a prey to fear,
thereby abusing force in their turn. Alexander and Talley-